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tinwing evidences and effefts of Gods wrath , and his 
Hand flill ſtretched ont againſt the Land, Do find it 
thrir duty , to ftirre up themſelves, and theſe under their charge, 
to accept the puniſhment of 81y iniguities, and to twrn to him that 
[mites s : eAnd therefore do ſeriouſly recommend to the ſeverall 
Preſoyteries within their bounds , that , from time to thme, 4a 
they hall have occaſion . they appoint and krep Solemn Faſts for 
ſtirring up the people to be humbled in the ſenſe of their iniquitier, 
and to repent for the ſame; And ſpecially for the contempt of the 
lorieus Goſpel of the Senof GOD, and not imploying of Him js 
is Mediation and Offices, for riconsiliation and amendment : 
Which , as it is the chicf cauſe of the LORDS controverſie 4- 
gainſtw: ſo, wnleſſe this be reformed , We cannot expett that our 
ether iniquitis? ſhall be amended , or that the LORD will 
turn from the ſierceneſſe of his anger againſt 19. eAnd albeit this 
bath been recommended in many former Canſes of Humiliation, 
and particular!) inſiſted en in a Printed Paper of the Commiſſion, 
165 0. Tet their us cauſe to fear, that the prople de either little 
wnderſt and or lay to heart the hainouſnefe of thu fin þ- - Mad 
therefore the Synel1 /erioufly recommends, that Miniſters be the 
more carefull un their Doctrine 10 lay it out before them. Ex» 
trated. 
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T: Synod of Lothian and Tweddail, conſidering the com 
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Relating to the 


GOSPEL-OKDINANCES. 
Irſt: To the Word, NegleQting to 


| come and attend onthe Preaching of the 
==> 3 Word, both on the LORDS Day,and 
Yay on week dayes, in theſe places where 


54A luch cxcrcilcs are on thele dayes. 


2, Not coming to the Preaching of the Word, for 
the right end, v1, to find communion with Chriſt, 
and a taſte of his goodneſſe and excellency, and to be 
built up in the moſt holy faith : but either out of cu- 
ſtome, or to eſchew cenſures, or to ſatisfie and hold off 
the challenges of a naturall conſcience, or ſome by-re- 
pet; And not preparing the heart before hand in ſe- 
cret, to come with Godly fear and reverence, humility, 
ſpirituall hungring and thufling after the Kingdom of 
God and the righteouſneſſe thereof, and deſiring as new 
born babes the finccre milk of the Word , to grow 
thereby. | 


3- That when the people are at the Preaching of the 
&3.: | ord, 


4 Reaſons of 4 Fait, 

Word, beſides great careleinefſe, overlineſſe, fleeping, 
wandring of the heart, and in advertency to what 1s 
Preached; the Word 1s not heard as an Ordinance and 
mean appointed of God to work upon, and carry in 
orace and comfort unto the heart, bur is only regarded 
as other diſcourſes proceeding from mens ability and 
parts, and is accordingly eſteemed by the moſt part, or 
at moſt is only made uſe of, as a mean of informing the 


judgement. 


4. That in the Preaching of the Word , neither do 
Miniſters (peak the ſame as the Oracles of God, not re- 
membring themſelves to be the ambafſadours of Chriſt, 
ſpeaking in Gods ſtead : nor do the people preſent 
« wars Bb in ſo immediat a way before God himſelf, as 
to receive the Word not as the word of man, but as the 
true Word of God, Whence it cometh to paſſe that 
there is litle trembling at the Word, and fo litle rejoi- 
Cing in it, 


5. That people in the hearing of the Word, content 
themſclyes with mans teaching, and donor, * in the cons 
viaion of their own blindnelle, and utter©inability of 
themſelves to perceive the things of the Spirit, and of 
the inſufficiency of the outward means without Gods 
immediat work therewith _ the heart, imploy- him- 
ſelf ro reach them inwardly by his Spirit, joining with 
the outward means, according to the. promiſe of the 
Covenant, They ſhall be all taught of God. Whence it 
—_—_ 4 paſſe —_- _ is ſo much —_— and ſo 
atrele profiting, ſo much learning, and fo little ſpeed 

_ coming in the knowledge of God. | f 
| 6. The 


| Reaſons of 8 Faſt. 5 

6. The not mixing of the Word Preached with faith, * . 
while as in the hearing thereof, cven theſe who ſeem to 
give moſt heed thereunto do for the maſt part, rather 
tmploy the judgement, to confider- and judge of the 
pertinency, coherence, the way of uttering of the Dos» 
Qrine delivered , or in a meer ſpeculative way to-appre- 
hend the matter and truth of whart is ſpoken, than they 
do labour with the heart to cloſe with, imbrace and ap- 
ply to themſ]ves the truth Preached. 

7. Nocaf®to lay up, and hide the Words of Chriſt 
in the heart, to remember the ſame for uſe making : Bur 
letting them ſlip and run thorow , which the Apoſtle 
accounteth a negleQing of the great Salvation of God, 
(Heb, 2.1.3.) Nor imploying the Spirit to bring the 
Word thathath been heard, but forgotten, to remems 
brance : Not making conſcience to confer on the Word 
Preached, and to whet it one upon another, Not ta- 
king pains, nor delighting init in priyat, to read, and 
meditate-0n it. 


2, IN relation to the Sacraments. And firſt in ge- 
nerall and common : Not making uſe of them 
as Seals of the Covenant of Grace, and promiſes there- 
of made to us in Chriſt ; bur laying all rhe weight of 
confidence upon themſelves, and being content with the 
deed done, which was the ordinary fin of the Jews 
in the uſe of Circumciſion, and other Rites and Ceic- 
monies ofthe Law, ſo often charged upon them in Scri- 
pture. Then particularly, 
In Baptiſm. 1. In Parents bringing their Children 
thercunto, either out of meer faſhion and cuſtom, as 


meerlyto have-a difference put between them -and un- 
chriſtned 


6 Reitſuns of 0 FH. 
chriſtned people, or in efft& as aoto a-mecr Ceremony : 
and not from any ſenſe that they are unclean from un- 
clean, born dead in ſtns, and children of wrattvof them- 
ſelves, defiled with Orriginathguile and Corruption; nor 
from a defire thavthey may bo (pritually regenerated, 
incorporated unto-Chriſt, to be made partakers of the 
vertue of His Death and Reſurrection, to be waſhed 
from their $Ithinefſe in the blood of Chriſt, and to 
get intereſt in the Covenant. of Grace, and pzomiles 
thereof, ſealed up unto them. 2,:Not (etting them- 
ſelves in the Adminiſtration of this Sacrament to con- 
ſider and prize the free love and grace of God, which 
hath} prevented: us, and our feed, in providing ſuch a 
fountain for ſin anduncleanneſſe in Chriſt, making ſuch 
a Covenant with us, ſo well ordered in all things, and 
ſure, preventing us and our ſced with the Seal thereof 
nor to apply the Covenant and the promiſes t!1ereot for 
our.clves and our ſeed, and this Sacrament as the Seal 
of the ame. 3. The great and evident lighting of the 
Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, while as few in the 
Congregation joineth thercin cither for their own edi. 
fication , orto hold up the baptized to God, that he 
might blefſe his own Ordinance to them , and receive 
them in amongſt his Children in Chriſt : And many 
withdraw themſelves from the Adminiſtration theres 
of, 2s if it did not concern them, - and only the Miniſter 
and Preſenter were to be actors in it.- 4. Parents not 
making conſcience, to make known unto their Children, 
when they come to years of Capacity , their Baptiſm, 
the ends and uſe thereof, and the obligation thereby 
lyeth upon them as contecrated to Chriſt. - 5. The 
not making uſe of this Sacrament, all along the ous 
O 


Reaſaitof + Feſt ” 
of our life, for renewing and ftrengthoing our EW... 
| in the faith and aſſurance of our Regeneration and Ado- 

jon; and of our intereſt in God, as our God- and 

ather in Chriſt, and for ſFrengthening through Chriſt 
our reſolutions and endeavours of Mortification , and 
newneſle of life : Which is a great deſpiſing of this 
Ordinance. % 


Inthe Lords Supper ; 1. The great prophanation 
thercof, by the coming and admitting thereunto,, of 
many groſle ignorants, who cannor diſcern the Lords 
Body, nor knoweth how to examine themſelves : ma- 
ny prophane Ones, godlefle Livers',. without the 
Worſhip of God in private ,. 'and into-many places, 
all ſorrs of perſons promiſcuouſly , without making a 
difference between the precious and the vile, whereby 
the Blood of Chriſt is much prophaned ' ( altho the 
- Conſtitutions of our Kirk, were they well obſerved, 
wn | doth ſufficiently guard againſt theſe evils ) ' which no 
| doubt is one of the main fins, for which God hath been 
provoked to ſuffer ſo much of our blood to be ſhed : 
Sce 1 Cor. 114.30. 


2. Thelittle or no care or pains that is taken for pre- * 
paration to ſo high and holy an Ordinance, wherein we 
arc called to the neareſt and moſt familiar Communion 
with Chriſt that is here _-= earth : , moſt part, con- 
tenting them Elves giving their preſence ata Preparation 
Sermon , many not making conſcience. of ſo much as 
this. Very few ſeparating themſelves as is necdfull, 
to Examine themſelves ; that, being ſenfible of their 
puiltineſſe , ſpirituall ialacks, &c, they -might _ 

wit 


C 


Feaſorir of « Faf. 


” with humble; broken, and contrite ſpirits, - with 


iricuall hunger and thirſt for Chriſt Crucified: And 

ncerepurpoles of heart to 'forſake their tormer ſinfull 
courſes, and to renew their Covenant with God, in the 
ſtrengthof Chriſts Grace, 


3. The great and .lamentable blockiſhneſſe of the 
moſt part, 1m the participation} of this Ordinance,who, 
may be, have ſome kind of amazement at the Solemni- 
ties thereof, but do no wayes thercin exerciſe them- 
ſelves in remembring the Lords Death till he come 
again; to apply the ſame to themſclves , for peace with 

od, and mortifying the body of fin, for working 
deep Repentance , an Golpeldorrme tor ſin, and get- 
ting the Love of Chriſt more kindled in them , and 
their hearts inlarged with greater thankfulneſle toward 
him , who owe us, and gave himfelt for us, And 
on the other hand , the great heartlefſe ſinfull dejeftion 
of many ſenſ1blefouls, who at notime are readier to be 
plunged in legall heavineſſe, and teeding as it were on 
Gall and Worm-wood , then at this Ordinance, 
wherein they ought to be moſt rejoicing through faith 
on the propitiation in the Death of Chriſt, ſo familiarly 
ſet forth therein to then, 


4. That thetime and occaſion of this Sacrament, is 
uſed by the moſt part, only for ſome outward reſtraint 
of groſſer fins , & a day or two before and after ; but 
all fuch goodnefle being 2s a morning Cloud , no con. 
ſtancy nor reall Reformation, but preſently turning 
to wonted, naturall , worldly , ad. carnall courtes z 
Notwithſtanding renewed remembring of the Des 
0 


| 


+ 
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3+ 'N relation tothe Ordinanceof Diſcipline, --_- 
. oi £ 1 Much partiality'in the adminiſtration there- 
of, - with reſpect of perſons;+ and according to affection , 
which appeareth in that, While as Offences and Scan- 
dals in mcaner perſons are taken notice of, challenged 
and ctnſitred : There is notthe-bke Chriſtian Freedom, 
faithfulneſle and zeal uſed toward ſuch as are more <mi- 
nent for wealth, place or dignity in the world. * 


2. Want of a Spirit of Meckneſle,, ſometimes in the 
adminiſtration thereof, whereby men , it GOD per- 
adventure would give them Repentance, might be re- 
covered.out of the ſnares of Satan. And, - on the other 
hand, want of zeal often times, to (aye others with 

fear, plucking them our of the fire. 


3. Much vilifying, contemningof the Cenſures and 
Exerciſe of ,Diſcipline; yea, hating thereof, and the 
Officers of the Kink for it. ſ 


: 
4. Not making uſe of it as a ſpiritual Medicine and 
Means of Salvation : but as a meer Puniſhment, which 
as it is in it ſelf a miſ-apprehenſion and abuſe of this Or- 
dinance-: fo is (no doubt) the'cauſe of fo much impa: 
tience and indignation againſt -it in people ,' and of fo 
much inequality and mixtuse of ſelfiſh affeRion in the 
adminiſtration thereof. 


- 5. The great formality that is every where -in the uſe 
B ther 


m Raiſons of « Paſt. 
thereof, while as, (o be it that perſons under cenſure 
continue out their ſet time and dayes of Cenſure, - little 
care or reſpe& is had of the effets for which it was inſti- 
tuted, to wit, humiliation of heart and godly ſorrow, 
bringing forch Repentance not to be ted of, which 
maketh the adminiſtration thereof to. look too like the 
way of Popiſh Pennance. | 


4 IN relation to Prayer: 1, Great negle thereof 


by moſt part of and Familics throughout 
the LanJin private and focret. 8 


2. Many, more eminent perſons in thoworld, accoun- 
ting the performance thereof in their Families (although 
this be mcumbent to them by their place and Ration ) 
2 diſparagement z and therefore turning it over upon 0s 
thers, as a Service below them. | 


3. Inthe publick Prayers of the Kirk, Peoples ly- 

' ing by from joyning therein all along with their Spi- 
rits, which ſhould be ſtriving together with the Mini- 
ſter : either muttering words of their own, or taking h- 
berty to themſelves to be idle in the Work ,and roaving 
m their thoughts, as if the Miniſter only were to be an . 
Acor in that Service, 


4. Not ufing this Ordinance as'2 mcan of commus- 
nion with God, and of obtaining bleſſings from Him : 
Burt ufing it meerly as a duty, and many as a matter of 
meer task. Whereof many may be convinced by this, 
That they do not make conſcience, nor ſet themſelves 


to obſerve what commeth of their Prayers. how vhey 


arc 


=> 


-” 


when of theirhend, Chae hed hip have cout 
md whet tnfircr they ger: Were 


5. The lirrle care that is had either by Minifters or 
others to pray in the Spirit, or to imploy the Spitit of 
Grace and Supplication for this Service: The moft 
part in their cs thereof roo evidently +Qi 
meerly their own memory, invention, wit, &*. 
that often times with apparent affeation, 


s. R Elating more immediarcly to Chriſt Himſelf, 
| Garpre 4m race of God in him, which is the 
Martcr and ObjeRt of the Gofpel : As, 


xt. Grofſei in the moſt part, and great ſhort- 
coming of the beſt in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt His 
Perſon, Offices, His and benefites, of rhe 
Covenant of Grace eſtabliſhed in Him, and the way of 
' makinguſe of Chriſt and the Covenant of Grace, 


2. Undervaluing and miſpryſing of Chriſt, commu. 
nion with Him, and His fprrituall graces and bleffings; 
Which appears moſt evidently, by the great negle& of 
the uſe of theſe means and exerciſes, publick, private 
and ſecret, wherein He offereth Himfelf to be fought 
and found : the great weatying of them,grearet willings 
neſſe and readinels to beſtow time and pains upon things 
worldly,cven vanity and trifles, than on theſe : prefers 
ring the intereſts of creatures ro'the intereſts of Chriſt, 
and not giving him the preheminence above all : by the 
readineſle which appears in people,in rtmes of tryall,to 
complywith finfull R— to the prejudice of Chrifts 
| : Cauſe 
3 
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Cauſe, and the hazarding of their own-peace with God-. 
for maintaining their caſe, temporary ſatety and worldly - 
commodities, rather then to deny themſclycs, take up 
their crofle and tollow Him. . 


. Notreceiving of Chriſt; nor making uſe of: him + 
as - is held forth in the Goſpel, in his fulneſfe of grace, 
nor living by faith in him, more eſpecially-in not recei- 
ving and making uſe of his free- Grace and imputed: 
Righteouſneſſe for Juſtification , acceptation before 
God, and for peace of conſcience : while as moſt part 
ſecurely reſt on meer outward Church-priviledges : ma- 
ny confide in their own Morall, Honeſty performances 
and duties ; So going about toeſtabliſh their own righ- 
tcouſneile, and tollowing duties this way to make heir 
Peace and Reconciliation'thereby with God, . And e-: 
ven the beſt Profeſſours do nor ſo purely and intirely 
reſt on his Rightcouſneſle as; the Goſpel requireth : as 
well appear -by theſe things amongſt niany | others : 
heartleſle fears , misbelicf, ſcarring to apply Chriſt, 
2nd to make uſe of the promiſes, not rejoicing in Chriſt 
and his propitiation with humility, when there is a dif. 
covery , challenges and apprekenſions of want, ſhort c9- 
ming and failing of duties,, which ineffe@ is in a degree, 
and in part, an eſtabliſhing our own righteouſneſſe, and 
not ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſſe of God, . Nor 
making uſe,of Chriſt,, for -Sandtification, according to 
the promiſes of rhe, Covenant, and not- afting in a way 
of dependence on him, in.all the performances of our 
common Chriffian calling, and of particular lawfull yos 
cations, for diretion, quickening, ſtrength to morti- 
ſe corruptions, to every duty, and to Carry us through 


againſt 


440 


- -” 


— 
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zpainſt diſcouragetnents, - and tentations :-/ but, ating 
only,or moſt part by the rength of our owa wits,abilis 


ties,and pains. 


In not making uſe ot the Mediation and Interceſſion 
of Chriſt, in approaching to the Throne of Grace, in 
Prayers , Supplications, and Thankſgivings (while 
as many do negle& Prayer altogether) albeit they have 
ſome courſe of 1 performance of this duty , yet know 
not what it is to put their Prayers up to God through 
the Mcdiator., though they may perhaps name His 
Name, but do as To U7314h, who would offer In- 
cenſe himſelf, neglefing the High Prieſt : And even 
Beleevers themſelycs doth not diretly, diſtintly, and 
ſtedfaſtly in their approaches to God, eye Chriſt, to 
offer all- their ſervice through hiny; nor do come with 
that humble boldneſfle and full aſſurance of taith in God 
aS a Father, wherewith the interceſſion of Chriſt war- 
randeth them to come, Heb.10.19,20,21,32. 


4. Not walking as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt,in 
Righteouſneſſe, Godlineſſe, and Sobriety : many not- 
withſtanding their Profeſſion of the Golpel, and. clai- 
ming intereſt-in Chriſt and his Grace,. yet living loole, 
prophane, godletſe, carnall and earthly in their wayy 
ineffet, turning the Grace of God unto. wantonneſle 
and ſecurity , and taking liberty to- ſin,. .becauke Grace 
doth abound. And even the beſt not fo conſtrained with 
the love of Chriſt, to live to him whodied for them, 
nor ſtriving to keep the thoughts of the loye of Chriſt, 
and the tree-Grace of God in him,upon their hearts, ſo 
freſh and conſtant, as they ſhould be, to keep them 
watchfull, tender, zcalous,and cnlarged for God, and his 
honour. 6.1n 


4, Rerofetufhs 
. 6, YN relation to the operations of the Spirit, where- 
in the Goſpel is the Miniſtration, nd makerh it 


effcQuall: As, 

1. Prophane mocking, miſcalling, and miſ-inter- 
preting the tender and accurate walking of the Godly 
in the waycs of God, as unncceflary and proud preci T 
neſſe, and their ſpirituall exerciſes, as fantaſticknefle, 
melancholy, or madneſſe : Which is a horrible fin, fib 
to that which is unpardonable , yet, very frequent a- 
moneſ carnall and naturall people. 

2. The meer naturall and morall way of living in a 
civill honeſty, and fitting down contented therewith, 
of the moſt part of people , not labouring in their con- 
verſation to walk he the Spirit, 5. e. _ Spirituxl 
Principles, according to the Spirituall Ru (of Gods 
revealed Will in his Word) nor for Spirituall cnds, whe 
Honour of God, Glory, and Immortality. \ 

3. Not obſerving and yeelding unto the knockings 
of the Spirit, we bu Chriſt maketh tender to come | 
into hearts, that he may ſup with them, and ny with | 
him ; reſiſting and quenching lis motions, whereby 
he ſtirreth up to duties; ſtifling or putting by his chal- 
lenges, whether in publick or ſecret, which tend to 
Repentance, Humiliation, or withdrawing from fin x 
not being tender of his Preſence and conſolations, to in- 
tertain the ſame; but grieving him, by miſprizing 
them, refuſing them, Ccareleſſe walking, in not atten- 
ding on his direction and guiding, in giving way to 
known finfull thoughts , and luſtings in a continued 
erat, altho nat growing up to a full accompliſhing of 
them; and ſometimes in giving way even ts groſſer 
out-breakings, and in not watching againſt predo- 

Minant 
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Reaſons « Fall. 
minant corruptions, Re feven the beſt 'are 


. 4. Notdelighting in,nor improving ſpintuall comp 3- 
ny and ſpirituall cxcrciſes.. | 


J. F Miniſters, in retation to their Preaching of 
() theGoſpel : As, 
1. Many not labouring to ſet forth- «he —_— 
of Chriſt, in his Perſon, Offices, and the u 
Riches of his Grace, the New Covenant, and the way 
of living by Faithin him: nor making this the main and 
chief Theme and matter of their Preaching, as did the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 3.2. 2 Cor, 4.5- (0%. 1.28, Nor 
Preaching other rhings with a relation to Chriſt, ro 
wit, Not Preaching convictions, reproofs, diſcoye- 
ries of fin, and of ſhort comings in duties, and threat- 
nings, tolead to Chriſt, to prize him the more high- 
iy, and ' embrace him the more carneſtly ; eſpecially 
or Juſtihcation, and m—_ duties in- 2 meer legalt 
way ; not urging them, as by the Authority of Gods- 
Cn. ſo from the love wy - , and 
the grace of the Goſpel, nor pointing and direQing 
—_ to their Roms for them-in Chriſt : Qftens 
times craving hard, but giving nothing wherewirh to - 
Pay 

2. What they Preach of Chriſt , and the matters - 
of the Goſpel, not Preaching the ſame in & Goſpel- 
way : Whereof (ce, 1 Cor. 3.. from the beginning, "at 
length. 

3. Not commending, as they ought, neifher t heir 
own work, whether of meditation, or delivery : nor 
their hearts to Chriſt, that He might give ——_ : 

r 


bur-going fbout the-wl 
own ſtrength, oruch; Io 
: Often tumesnor 's IE 
a jo many not ſeeking for $ 
their own perſonall eſtatel 
Word upon their ownthearts; if 


Theſe branches of contempt rt 20 
ſpel, are thought fit, for-rhe-Þete ind 
x0 beheld forth ar this rgmie, 25 {gig We 
recommending withall to rt cog hh * 
__ to. make a more, full and cul Ny 

; As is gotdloubred burr will. 
E: their wiſetor and-dinderſtandi g ntheP 
Sy they have by obſeryation of © cron | 
hearts, and of the waycs and conſcicnces of People. 
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